Reward:
Did you buy a kayak advertised on a San Francisco Bay Area or any Central CA area Craigslist? 

If you did so in the summer or early fall of 2007 or the spring and summer of 2008, it is quite possible you may have inadvertently purchased a stolen kayak? If that turns out to be the case, the kayak related businesses listed below want to reward you for coming forward and being a hero to the kayaking community. 
Many of the ads offering kayaks for sale on Craigslist during these times were placed by a well known kayak thief out on parole. He was picked up on a parole violation. and spent the winter of 2007/2008 incarcerated but was again released in the spring of 2008 and is living in Marin County. When out of prison, this man often steals kayaks. Lots and lots of kayaks! This pattern has continued over a twelve year period whenever he is out of prison. He will serve a long sentence if the police can connect him to the sale of any of these stolen kayaks. We need to find at least one of those stolen kayaks in order to convict this thief! 
[Note: If you have had a kayak stolen and have not yet reported it to us, please do so ASAP. If you don’t, even if we find its buyer we may not be able to prove it was stolen or even ever learn that it was your kayak].
We know of seven kayaks that were reported stolen in the Bay Area during 2007. We estimate their may have been as many as a dozen or more kayaks stolen there in the summer and fall months of 2007. We know of at least one dozen kayaks that were stolen (most likely by this same thief) in the spring/summer of 2008. If you purchased any used kayak in the Bay Area during these times there is a significant chance it might have been stolen. Although possession of stolen property is a crime, if you bought it inadvertently and come forward, don’t worry, you will not be prosecuted. Check the kayak you bought against the list of recently stolen kayaks (yellow background near the end of the database). (note: The Bay Area kayaks stolen during these times are denoted with “NoXXX” in the “Found?” column (and “special” should be in the “Reward” column) of the database. If you bought a used kayak in the Bay Area in 2007 or 2008, contact us and related the story of your purchase. Just because the kayak you bought is not yet on the “Stolen Kayaks” list, do not assume it was not stolen (it may just not have been reported to us yet). Do not resell any kayak you purchased recently until you find out that it was not stolen! The sale of stolen property is a serious crime. In fact, we hope to convict this kayak thief of just that offense.
The hard part of this is that the inadvertent buyer of stolen property is also a victim of the thief. If you bought a kayak that was stolen you will have to return it. In order to soften or eliminate that financial blow to an inadvertent buyer, many of the kayaking companies in the Bay Area (and some of the kayak’s rightful owners) are offering rewards for turning in the stolen kayak and providing information about the sale. The Marin County D.A.'s Office "Victim Witness Assistance Program" may also be able to add to these other rewards. 
[Note: the delivery person you met with, and paid, may not have been the thief and probably, like you, did not know the kayak was stolen when they delivered it.. However even if they were not the thief, they will likely know for whom they were delivering that kayak. Therefore, don’t assume that your kayak was not stolen just because the person you paid was clearly not a thief (or even a male). Any 2007/2008 buyer of a used kayak in the Greater Bay Area should tell us about that transaction. Hearing about it, we can give you a very good idea if your transaction was legitimate or not. Call (206)367-2831]
The rewards will be awarded on a “first come, first served” basis to those who lose the kayak they bought by doing the right thing and turning it in. Unused reward offers will remain for the next buyer coming forward to choose among. The unused offers remaining at the end of this program may be made available to those who came forward earlier and already received one offer, again in the same order. Our goal is to make you very happy that you came forward and helped put this kayak thief in prison for a long time and to eliminate (or at least soften) any financial blow to you. We want to see you keep paddling and to provide you with the tools to do so safely. To determine the order of awards it is important that you report the kayak you bought to Matt at Mariner Kayaks’ ASAP. 
Below are the reward offers (they are in addition to any rewards from the kayak’s owner or the D.A.’s office). Note: several of the owners of these kayaking companies have expressed a willingness to go beyond these minimum offers for those inadvertent stolen kayak buyers willing to put in the effort needed to get this serial kayak thief convicted. 
THE REWARDS:
Sea Trek—30% off any kayak in stock at the minimum. Bob expressed a desire to do what he can to keep you paddling at minimal expense to you if you are willing to help convict this thief
California Canoe & Kayak (CCK)—up to $1000 off any new or used kayak (Keith says: probably even better if your story leads to a conviction of this thief).
Outback Adventures—offers a new kayak at cost (wholesale price plus any shipping they paid)

Aquan Sports, LLC—30% off on a kayak

Half Moon Bay Kayak Co.—a 20 hour Rental Time Card ($150 value) and a kayak surfing class ($120 value).
Blue Waters Kayaking—a Paddlefest Paddling Pass for 15 hours rental time ($150 value) plus a free level I or level II skills class (a $99 value)

Pt. Reyes Outdoors—a private class at your skill level (a $150 to $200 value)

Monterey Bay Kayaks—your choice of a basic class, rolling class or surf zone class (up to a $110 value)

The Kayak Hotel—three months free kayak storage (a $105 value)
